
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



NOTES AND COMMENTS. 319 

VI. 

THE BEST WORK OF FALSE FAITHS. 

Apropos of Gail Hamilton's article entitled "Good Works of False Faiths," 
in the January number of the Review, permit me to say a word about what seems 
to me the best work of these same " false faiths. " 

Never has there been in the history of the Christian religion such universal 
tolerance as there is at the present day. Every denomination has broadened. 
Unitarian meets Episcopalian ; Episcopalian, Presbyterian ; Presbyterian, Metho- 
dist, and all meet Romanist in a spirit which a short time ago would have seemed 
incredible. This tolerance began practically with Schleiermacher in Germany. 
Thence it extended into England. Our own great divines have caught the spirit 
of the age ; and their respective congregations, wondering at first, but soon be- 
coming reconciled to the new order of things, have peacefully followed then- 
leaders. Scientists declare that the change is due to scientific influence ; philoso- 
phers, that it is only another evidence of a growing and perfecting civilization ; 
while not a few maintain that Christianity has reached this broad outlook by her 
own peculiar and inherent power. There seems to me, however, to be another 
cause which has also done its share toward producing these results, and that is these 
same ' ' false faiths. " Within a few years — the years in which tolerance has become 
general— we have given to oriental religions much careful and sympathetic study. 
In this study we have naturally compared these religions with our own, and by this 
comparison we have discovered that much of that ethical greatness and sweetness 
which we, in our bigotry, thought to belong to Christianity alone, has lived for 
centuries in the religions of the East. Brahminism, with its subtle philosophy, 
and its worship of the infinite and absolute ; Buddhism, with its strict code of 
morals, its charity, its tolerance ; Zoroasterism, with its reverence and filial love, 
have indeed been revelations to us who have been taught to believe that the 
Orient is a region of corruption, and that all faiths save Christianity are, as the 
early fathers of the Church denounced them, "the works of the devil." To this 
oriental study then, is largely due the spirit of the age ; for, by seeking the good 
in other religions, we have not only come to see more clearly the good in our own 
religion, but our mind and hearts have been broadened by the very process of com- 
parison. And so the ancient teachers of the East are doing their greatest work by 
leading us out of a petty, self-imposed conservatism, into a universal fellowship 
and good will. 

A. C. Bowen. 



